
Read: Exodus 15 

Week 3: Bitter Made Sweet

Day 1: Read Exodus 15, then reread vv. 1-21
In Exodus 15:2 the people sang God had “become” their salvation as the Egyptians
were thrown into the sea. What does this say about their acknowledgement of
God’s hand in their exodus from Egypt?

Scan through Exodus 7-12. Write down all the ways God had previously rescued
them from Pharaoh and slavery. Be specific.

What questions do you have after reading the story?

Why are the Israelites quick to forget about the ways in which God delivered them
in the past & live only in the goodness of the moment? How are we like this?
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Week 3: Bitter Made Sweet

Day 2: Read Exodus 15 in two different translations (not The Message - yet)

How many years will it take for them to arrive in Canaan?

Notice verse 17. Is it safe for the Israelites to assume God will conquer their enemies
and establish them in the Promised Land right away?

DISCUSSION: What effect does waiting for God’s timing have on our faith in Him?

SHARE: Share a story of a time you waited on God’s timing and how it effected
your faith.
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Week 3: Bitter Made Sweet
Day 3: Listen to Exodus 15 using a Bible App or on BibleGateway.com.

Did any new details jump out at you?

Reread Exodus 15:22-27. How long after the Red Sea does it take for the
people to begin grumbling?

What do you know about their surroundings in the desert? Why would this
environment be tough to survive in without water?

DISCUSSION: God leads us into the wilderness to test our trust in Him. How can
we choose to believe more in the power of the God who has led us here vs. the
reality of our circumstances? 

What circumstances are you currently experiencing that may be a training ground
for God to build your trust in Him?
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Week 3: Bitter Made Sweet
Day 4: Read Psalm 78:1-22 in two translations (ESV or NIV and The Message or NLT).

Rewrite this passage in your own words.

What did the people really mean when they asked “can God really spread a
table in the wilderness?”

What was at the heart of their sin?

Why was it so important not to hide their failings of faith from future generations?
How can we apply this in our own families?

APPLICATION: Based on our study in both Exodus & Psalm 78 this week, what does
this reveal about God’s character? What is one action you can take this week to
rely on this aspect of God?
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