
Read: Exodus 17 and Numbers 20:1-13 

Week 5: Who gets the Glory?

Day 1: Read Exodus 17:1-7 twice.
Rewrite the story in your own words.

What was Israel’s complaint? To whom did they complain? Where have we
seen this before?

When was the last time Moses stood on the Mountain of Horeb (see
Exodus 3:1-2)? What is a nickname for this mountain according to Exodus 3:1?

DISCUSSION: Why is it significant that God provides water from a rock on
Mount Horeb? What does this tell us about God?

DISCUSSION: Read John 4:1-14. How is the water from the rock a
picture of Jesus?
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Week 5: Who gets the Glory?

Day 2: Re-read Exodus 17:1-7 in a different translation and then read Numbers 20:1-13.
         (Note: these two stories take place approximately 30 years apart with a new
         generation of Israelites).

How was the complaint of the Israelites different? How were their actions similar?

Given the previous account in Exodus 17, why do you believe Moses would
have behaved this way? What do Moses’ actions reveal about the condition of his
heart? In what ways can you relate to Moses?

What is God’s response (v. 12) to Moses and Aaron?

DISCUSSION: Do you think the punishment matched the sin? What does God’s
response say about His character? 

APPLICATION: Read 1 Corinthians 10:1-14. What does Paul accuse the Israelites
of (several things listed)? What is Paul’s warning to us in light their example?

What God did instruct Moses and Aaron to do (v. 8)? What did Moses do
instead (vv. 9-11)?
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Week 5: Who gets the Glory?
Day 3: Read Exodus 17:8-16. Rewrite the story in your own words.

Who are the Amalekites (see Genesis 36:12)? Knowing this, why do you think
they would attack the Isrealites? (see Genesis 27 for reference)

What instruction does Moses give in v. 9? Whose staff does he hold?

What did the staff represent to the people? What had it been used for up to
this point? How had God already shown His miraculous power through this
object? What confidence might the staff have given these people who have
never seen battle?

What does Moses do to celebrate the victory? What name of God does Moses
claim here (v. 15)?

The Hebrew Name here is Yahweh Nissi. On the website, click the link under
Week 5 Notes to read more about this name. How is God our Yahweh Nissi today? 

APPLICATION: What markers do you have in your life that point to times of spiritual
victory and past triumphs? Why is it important to have visual representations of
God’s past goodness and faithfulness to help you through present battles?
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Week 5: Who gets the Glory?
Day 4: Reread Exodus 17:8-16 or listen to it using a Bible app.

What was Joshua’s contribution to the fight? What was Moses’? How did Aaron
and Hur contribute to the battle? 

DISCUSSION: Read Colossians 4:12. How does Paul describe Epaphras?
What does he do for the believers of the Colossian church?

The Greek word for “struggling” means to endeavor with strenuous zeal, strife.
It’s the same word used for a contest or fight. How does this give new meaning
to what it means to pray for one another?

APPLICATION: Moses could not have done the spiritual work alone. Who in your
life comes alongside you to support you spiritually? Who are you coming alongside
to support? As you close out this week, take some time to lift up someone God
has placed in your life. Then text, call, or email them to let them know you are
holding their arms up as they battle, struggling on their behalf.

SHARE: How can your Girlfriend Group lift you up this week?

What characteristics or names of God do you see reflected in this story?
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